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PLUS TAX 


SENATE PASSES TAX OVERHAUL 


House expected to give final approval today, sending sweeping plan to president for his signature 


BY JEFF STEIN 
& DAMIAN PALETTA 


WASHINGTON 

Republicans are on the verge of 
passing the most significant over- 
haul of the tax code since 1986, af- 
ter the Senate approved the GOP 
plan early this morning and 
House leaders scheduled a vote 
today to send it to President Don- 
ald Trump. 

The sprawling plan would cut 


the corporate tax rate dramati- 
cally and provide new breaks for 
other businesses. It also would 
lower income tax bills in 2018 for 
the vast majority of households, 
though the wealthy would see far 
more relief than the middle class 
and working poor. 

The plan would revise nearly 
every part of the tax system by 
lowering income tax rates at all 
levels and restructuring deduc- 
tions. Andit extends beyond taxes 


and into health care by scrapping 
a central part of the Affordable 
Care Act. 

GOP leaders appeared to en- 
sure the bilľs passage Friday 
when they secured support from 
holdout Sens. Marco Rubio, R- 
Fla., and Bob Corker, R-Tenn. 

“Congress is standing at the 
doorstep of a historic opportuni- 
ty,” Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell, R-Ky., said Tuesday 
ahead ofthe vote. “Here’s what we 


set out to do: Take money out of 
Washington’s pockets and put it 
back in the pockets of middle- 
class Americans.” 

House Republicans thought 
they had finished their tax work 
on Tuesday afternoon when they 
passed aversion of the bill 227-203. 
But the effort hit a snag when the 
Senate parliamentarian ruled 
that three of its provisions vio- 
lated that chamber’s Byrd Rule — 
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HAYNE PALMOUR IV U T 


Scripps Institution of Oceanography scientist Adam Young (left), marine technician Lucian Parry and post-doctoral researcher 
Hiro Matsumoto use LIDAR scanner technology to measure erosion along Californias coastline. 


STUDY: NO PATTERN TO CLIFF EROSION 


Current methods of 
tracking effects on Calif. 
coast may be unreliable 
BY JOSHUA EMERSON SMITH 


Thinking about building a new 
home on a bluff overlooking the 
sea? You may want to think again. 

A new report out of UC San Di- 
ego’s Scripps Institution of 
Oceanography finds that meth- 
ods of tracking coastal cliff ero- 
sion using historical data to pre- 


dict the impacts of sea-level rise 
may be unreliable. 

“Using those old rates could 
significantly under-predict 
what’s going to happen at a par- 
ticular location,” said the study’s 
author, Scripps researcher Adam 
Young. “You could see very high 
rates of retreat in the future in 
areas that have so far seen very 
little.” 

The report released online and 
slated for publication early next 
year in the journal Geomorphol- 
ogy called out California’s worst 
areas for cliff failure in the first 


decade of this century — includ- 
ing San Onofre State Beach, Daly 
City, Point Reyes National Sea- 
shore and Palos Verdes. 

In these areas, ocean waves, 
rainstorms and other factors 
eroded coastal bluffs at a pace of 
up to about 12 feet a year. 

However, Young said he was 
surprised to find that there was 
little historical precedent for the 
most rapidly crumbling shore- 
lines within these regions. 

“What this says is the predic- 
tions of future coastal erosion 
from sea-level rise could be sig- 


MAKING A DIFFERENCE 


Mentor makes holidays bright for foster youth 


Back in 2003, 


an annual Christ- 


foster kids. That 


PAM 
KRAGEN 


The longtime 
volunteer for the 
county’s Foster 
Youth Mentor Program was heart- 


broken by the budget cut. She knew 


that for many ofthese children, the 
party was the only place they’d re- 
ceive a Christmas gift and arare 
opportunity to see their siblings 
living in other foster homes. 

So the longtime biotechnology 


industry worker got busy. In a matter 
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the plug was unex- 
pectedly pulled on 


mas party for local 


didn’t sit well with 
Peggy Goldsmith. 


NANCEE E. LEWIS 


Peggy Goldsmith (left) signed on to mentor Andreia 
Dooley (right) in 1997 when Dooley was 7 years old. 


nificantly under or over predicted 
for some locations,” Young said. 

Cities around the world are 
grappling with ocean waves that 
threaten to destroy everything 
from roads to railways to military 
bases to homes and businesses. 
About a quarter of the world’s 
population lives along the coast, 
with many communities pushed 
right up against a shoreline. 

In March, the U.S. Geological 
Survey forecast that rising tides 
would swallow up to 67 percent of 
beaches in Southern California 
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BUSINESS 


STUDY: MORE 
SAN DIEGANS 
TAKING ON 
ROOMMATES 


More San Diegans have 
decided to live together in 
recent years as rent hits new 
price peaks. 

Roughly 38 percent of 
adults in San Diego County 
lived together in 2016, up 
from 28.6 percent in 2000, 
according to Zillow. 

The change follows a 
national trend. Zillow, using 
U.S. Census numbers, said 
30 percent of adults were 
living with a roommate or 
parent in 2016, up 8 percent- 
age points since 2000. C1 


DEMOCRATS 
BACK DOWN 
ON PLEDGE 
TO FORCE 
DACA VOTE 


Move tied to averting 
government shutdown; 
activists disappointed 


BY ED O’KEEFE 


WASHINGTON 

Democrats are backing away 
from a pledge to force a vote this 
month over the fate of thousands of 
unauthorized immigrants brought 
tothis country as children, angering 
activists but probably averting the 
threat ofa government shutdown at 
acritical moment in spending nego- 
tiations with Republicans and Pres- 
ident Donald Trump. 

With a deadline of midnight Fri- 
day to pass spending legislation, 
dozens of Democrats had vowed to 
withhold support if Republicans re- 
fused to allow a vote on a measure, 
known as the Dream Act, that 
would allow roughly 1.2 million im- 
migrants to stay legally in the 
United States. 

But a group ofvulnerable Demo- 
cratic senators facing re-election in 
conservative states next year aren’t 
willing to go that far — meaning the 
party is unlikely to muster the votes 
to block the spending bill. 

“We've got to get it done, but rm 
not drawing a line in the sand that it 
has to be this week versus two weeks 
from now,” said Sen. Claire Mc- 
Caskill, D-Mo., who faces re-elec- 
tion next year in a state that Trump 
won by more than 18 points. Other 
Democrats facing similar head 
winds echoed that sentiment, in- 
cluding Sens. Joe Manchin, D-W-Va., 
and Joe Donnelly, D-Ind., Trump 
won those states by 42 and 19 per- 
centage points, respectively. 
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NETWORK 
LAUNCHES 

TO MONITOR 
IMMIGRATION 
ENFORCEMENT 


Volunteers to document 
contacts, provide support 


BY KATE MORRISSEY 


People who see immigration of- 
ficers knocking at their doors — or 
their neighbors’ — in San Diego 
County can now call a new 24-hour 
hotline for support. 

The hotline is part of the San Di- 
ego Rapid Response Network, 
which sends trained volunteers to 
reported immigration enforcement 
activity across the county to docu- 
ment officers’ behavior, gather in- 
formation for legal screenings and 
offer resources to family members. 
The network is activists’ answer to 
increased immigration arrests 
under President Donald Trump. 

More than 150 volunteers have 
received training so far. 

“First and foremost, I think that 
it’s a statement about values, it’s a 
statement about what matters in 
our community,” said Alor 
Calderon, director of the Employee 
Rights Center, one of the organiza- 
tions involved. “Our values are 
about growing together and being 
inclusive.” 

When Trump ramped up immi- 
gration enforcement after he took 
office, San Diego activists from 
faith-based, civil rights and labor 
organizations started looking for 
ways to protect and support the 
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Movember ael through December areal 


Fix that broken windshield and pay $15 for $100 
toward windshield replacement or insurance 
deductible, plus get a free $25 gift card. Buy 
now at SanDiegoUnionTribune.com/UTDeals. 
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